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UCHICAGO PRESENTS’ 2026-27 SEASON BRINGS WORLD-
CLASS MUSIC TO CHICAGO’S HYDE PARK

Boldly entering its 83" season, the University of Chicago’s esteemed concert series puts
music in conversation with the world around us through 25 performances that celebrate
adventurous voices and scholarly inquiry.

FOR RELEASE ON PRESS CONTACT
Monday, June 15th at 12pm Alexandra Kunath

Associate Director of Marketing
PHOTOS University of Chicago Presents
Please visit UCP’s Box akunath@uchicago.edu

Mobile: 847-942-7023

CHICAGO - UChicago Presents, the University of Chicago’s premier performing arts series,
announces its 2026/27 season with 25 performances that redefine genres, spotlight adventurous
voices, and bridge musical traditions. A cultural cornerstone on campus and across the city,
UChicago Presents showcases exceptional music while building on the University of Chicago’s
spirit of rigorous inquiry.

The season opens with British vocal octet VOCESS, who bring their ethereal collective voice to
the newly renovated Rockefeller Memorial Chapel in an early music-rooted program. Later in the
season, GRAMMY -winning organist Paul Jacobs will ignite the Chapel’s E.M. Skinner organ
with his extraordinary technical command, marking the much-anticipated return of our organ series
to Rockefeller’s grand instrument.

Jazz and Blues music once again form a centerpiece of our season, paying homage to the art forms
of the South Side community in which UChicago Presents is rooted. MacArthur Award-winning
jazz artist Craig Taborn will give two performances as the 2026/27 Don Michael Randel
Ensemble-in-Residence—the first jazz artist to be appointed to this esteemed residency. Blues
guitarist Jackie Venson fuses smoky vocals with Hendrix-style swagger and grooves in our
Blues@Logan concert. Bassist Endea Owens brings feel-good music to the Logan Center
alongside her band The Cookout, and saxophonist Immanuel Wilkins plays vivid, introspective
tunes from his critically acclaimed album Blues Blood. The Jazz@lLogan series ends with a bang
with legendary trumpeter Terence Blanchard, who will present two performances that give
powerful voice to civil rights and social justice.

This season also highlights some of the boldest voices in new music. Pulitzer Prize-winning
composer Caroline Shaw joins her longtime collaborators Attacca Quartet to perform her most
innovative songs and quartets. Jamaican-born, UK-based composer and pianist Eleanor Alberga
also presents a program of her own works alongside The Green Room Ensemble and violinist
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Thomas Bowes. The Grossman Ensemble, fresh off their first touring performances in D.C. and
New York City, will return to their home at UChicago’s Center for Contemporary Composition to
premiere 19 brand new works—achieving a milestone of 100 world premieres since their inception

in 2017.

In the classical and early music realm, the fan favorite Takacs Quartet returns to campus to play
Mozart, Brahms, and Gabriela Lena Frank; clarinetist Graeme Steele Johnson and a musical
ensemble play Loeffler’s Rediscovered Octet, a monumental work that Johnson uncovered in the
Library of Congress’s archives merely six years ago; and Baroque ensemble Le Concert de
I’Hostel Dieu presents The Ghost of Hamlet, a musical portrait of Shakespeare’s iconic tragedy.

The Chicago Symphony Orchestra Chamber Music series invites us to indulge in musical food
for thought by exploring themes of gastromusicology, musical puzzles, and parody through works
by Martinti, Ruth Crawford Seeger, Milhaud, and more. Pre-concert talks and post-performance
conversations, led by UChicago Assistant Professor Paula Harper, deepen the dialogue between

artists and audiences.

This season also includes numerous special events: Chicago’s acclaimed Black chamber ensemble
D-Composed are the special guests on a live recording of the award-winning musicology podcast
Switched On Pop, exploring how popular and classical music converge in the age of AI. Musical
duo CelloGayageum bridges Western classical music with the mesmerizing elegance of Korean
gug-ak (traditional music). Diné jazz musician and bandleader Delbert Anderson honors the
Navajo people through his work The Long Walk: 1,674 Days, a durational piece centered around a

single note.

Performances span the University of Chicago campus, featuring three historic venues: the Reva
and David Logan Center for the Arts, Mandel Hall, and Rockefeller Memorial Chapel.

FULL CONCERT SCHEDULE - syganized by date

For more about each artist and their programs, visit chicagopresents.uchicago.edu

Date Time Performance Venue
Friday, October 2, 2026 7:30 PM VOCESS Rockefeller Memorial
Chapel
Saturday, October 3, 2026 7:30 PM Grossman Ensemble - Poetic Inspirations | Logan Center for the Arts
Friday, October 9, 2026 7:30 PM Loeffler's Rediscovered Octet Logan Center for the Arts
Sunday, October 11, 2026 3:00 PM CSO Chamber Music at the University of | Mandel Hall
Chicago
Friday, October 23, 2026 7:30 PM | Attacca Quartet with Caroline Shaw Logan Center for the Arts
Sunday, October 25, 2026 3:00 PM The Green Room Ensemble Logan Center for the Arts
Friday, November 6, 2026 7:30 PM | Craig Taborn Trio Logan Center for the Arts
Sunday, November 8, 2026 | 3:00 PM CelloGayageum Logan Center for the Arts
Friday, December 4, 2026 7:30 PM Grossman Ensemble - Stitched from Logan Center for the Arts
Silence
Sunday, January 24, 2027 3:00 PM Ruslan Talas, violin & Luigi Carroccia, Logan Center for the Arts
piano
Friday, January 29, 2027 7:30 PM | Endea Owens & The Cookout Logan Center for the Arts
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Sunday, January 31, 2027 3:00 PM Jon Nakamatsu, piano, & Jon Manasse, Mandel Hall

clarinet
Friday, February 12, 2027 7:30 PM Craig Taborn Trio Logan Center for the Arts
Friday, February 19, 20217 | 7:30 PM | Jackie Venson Logan Center for the Arts
Friday, February 26, 2027 7:30 PM CSO Chamber Music at the University of | Mandel Hall

Chicago
Friday, March 5, 2027 7:30 PM Grossman Ensemble - /00 Logan Center for the Arts
Thursday, March 25,2027 | 7:30 PM | Switched on Pop with D-Composed Logan Center for the Arts
Sunday, April 4, 2027 3:00 PM Le Concert de L'Hostel Dieu Logan Center for the Arts
Friday, April 9, 2027 7:30 PM Takécs Quartet Mandel Hall
Sunday, April 11, 2027 3:00 PM CSO Chamber Music at the University of | Mandel Hall

Chicago
Friday, April 16, 2027 7:30 PM | Immanuel Wilkins' Blues Blood Logan Center for the Arts
Tuesday, April 20, 2027 6:00 PM The Long Walk: 1674 Days Rockefeller Memorial

Chapel
Friday, April 23,2027 7:30 PM Paul Jacobs, organ Rockefeller Memorial
Chapel
Friday, April 30, 2027 7:00 PM Terence Blanchard featuring the E- Logan Center for the Arts
& 9:30 Collective
PM

Friday, May 21, 2027 7:30 PM Grossman Ensemble - Refracted Echoes Logan Center for the Arts

SUBSCRIPTION AND TICKET INFORMATION

SUBSCRIPTIONS

With the Flex Pass subscription, patrons can customize their own subscription of three or more
shows, saving over 20% (an average of §9 off per ticket, with no ticket over $40). Subscriptions offer
significant savings off single ticket prices, free ticket exchanges, discounted guest tickets, access to
tickets before they go on sale to the public, discounts at local businesses, and dining perks.

SINGLE TICKET INFORMATION

Single tickets to all performances will be available to the public on August 10, 2026. Tickets can be
purchased online at chicagopresents.uchicago.edu. Patrons may call 773.702.2787 or visit the Court
Theatre/UChicago Arts Box Office located in the lobby of Court Theatre at 5535 S Ellis Ave,
Chicago, IL.

CONCERT VENUES
This season, the University of Chicago Presents will host concerts at the following locations:

e Mandel Hall (located inside Reynolds Club): 1131 East 57th Street, Chicago, IL. 60637
e Revaand David Logan Center for the Arts: 915 East 60th Street, Chicago, IL. 60637
e Rockefeller Memorial Chapel: 5850 S Woodlawn Ave, Chicago, IL. 60637

ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESENTS

Established in 1943, The University of Chicago Presents series brings extraordinary artists from
around the world to Chicago. Artists engage with audiences, scholars, and students in dynamic live
performances, educational and enrichment experiences, and community engagement activities through
an eclectic mix of chamber music and recitals, early, contemporary, jazz, blues, and global music,
including artist residencies, commissions, and premieres.
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The University of Chicago Presents concert series endeavors to present music on an intimate scale at
the highest level, creating for audiences of all ages and walks of life experiences that transform,
entertain, educate, and enlighten, inspiring a powerful sense of shared humanity. Advancing the values
of its home at the University, UCP engages all—the student, the Nobel Laureate, the uninitiated, the
dedicated musician, and everyone in-between—to nurture curiosity through great music-making.
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